Newsletter

SEP - DEC

2019

News

SEPTEMBER

Citizen Science Expedition
Fundación Malpelo y Otros Ecosistemas Marinos inició
expediciones de Ciencia Cuidadana al SFF Isla Malpelo a bordo
del Barco Ferox, en nuestros buceos nos rodeamos de una
notoria y fascinante biodiversidad marina, realizamos
monitoreo de tiburones y de especies pelágicas, les enseñamos
a los turistas las actividades de investigación que realizamos,
dandoles la oportunidad de ser parte de estas. de esta manera
los turistas nos ayudan en la conser   ó   SFF Malpelo.
OCTOBER

Expedition Mission Blue Galapagos Islands
The Malpelo Foundation participated in an
expedition to the Galapagos Islands organized by
Mission Blue. The objective of the expedition was to
develop studies and monitoring activities in marine
ecosystems that allow the conservation of their
fauna and thus transmit to the world the importance
of their protection.

Resolution 350: shark quotas
October 29

Ministry of Agriculture issues a resolution that allows
the fishing and sale of shark and its fins

The Ministry of Agriculture published the resolution 350 of 2019, which set fishing quotas for shark bycatch
and for their fins. It was noticed that this measure goes against the shark conservation and is indeed
encouraging their fishing. After the wake-up call of other foundations and organizations, the Ministry of
Environment and the Ministry of Agriculture convened experts to analyze the resolution. In these dialogue
tables, several aspects were evaluated, and it was concluded that the resolution must be modified.

llegal fishing in the SFF Malpelo
October 28

Embarcación de pesca ilegal costarricense

On October 28, the Colombian National Navy carried out the operation of capturing a boat from
Ecuador, with three Ecuadorian men aboard. A total of 270 kilograms of illegal fishing, of different
marine species, known as Marlin, Tuna and sharks, were found on the Ecuadorian vessel. They were
fishing illegally and indiscriminately in the Sanctuary of Fauna and Flora (SFF) Malpelo, in the Colombian
Pacific. Illegal fishing threatens our country's marine ecosystems, such as the National Natural Parks and
the marine protected areas. Its practice prevents the proper conservation of natural resources of
Colombians living in the territorial sea. We are currently working together in research and monitoring
programs, as well as prevention, control and surveillance, to maintain the conservation status of this
Marine Protected Area and reduce illegal fishing.

NOVEMBER

Unusual conversations in Maloka Center
November 6, 13 and 20

In November, Sandra Bessudo, director of the Malpelo and Other Marine Ecosystems Foundation, and Felipe
Ladino, researcher ecologist of the Foundation, were leading the talks presented at the “Unusual
conversations” event organized by the Maloka Interactive Museum in the city of Bogotá. During three days of
talks, we sought to convey to the attendees about the importance of the oceans for the planet, its problems
and challenges to motivate a change in behavior in society and thus promote its protection and conservation.
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BRUV’s training workshop in
Galapagos Islands
November 13-17

November 13-17

BRUV’s are baited cameras that are gaining strength
as a strong pelagic species monitoring
methodology. Felipe Ladino, a researcher of the
Malpelo Foundation, participated in a workshop in
Galapagos on the use of these cameras. There he
learned how to use them on the field and how does
it work during the post processing of the
information. This activity promises to strengthen
the monitoring that the Foundation has been doing
in the Sanctuary and constitutes an important tool
to apply in the seamounts near the SFF Malpelo.

Celebration 10 years Malpelo Heritage Fund
November 15

The Malpelo Foundation joined the celebration of
the 10 years of the Malpelo Heritage Fund, a fund
created by the Action Fund, which it seeks to
cover the basic management costs of the Malpelo
marine ecosystem protected area and achieve its
conservation goals. The event was attended by
the representative of the United States Embassy
and Marcia Bernicat, Head of the Bureau of
Environmental Affairs of the State Department.
Muestra de la exposición el centro Colombo Americano

For this celebration, a children's illustration workshop was held with young people from the school “Centro
Colombo Americano”, Sandra Bessudo made a presentation about the SFF Malpelo and its importance for
Colombia, and it was presented a photographic exhibition about the wealth of Malpelo Island. This exhibition
was made in partnership with the United States Embassy, Malpelo Foundation, Action Fund, National Natural
Parks of Colombia and International Conservation.

Meeting about the National Shark Action Plan
November 19

Malpelo Foundation made the presentation of the research that
was done through devices of geolocation and acoustic
reception with satellite and acoustic telemetry, and monitoring
of shark populations and other fish from the Sanctuary.
On this occasion Sandra Bessudo, Director of the Foundation,
was explaining the migration routes and residence patterns of
sharks in the SFF Malpelo.

Malpelo Scientific Committee Meeting
November 25

Malpelo Foundation made the presentation of the research that was done through devices of geolocation and
acoustic reception with satellite and acoustic telemetry, and monitoring of shark populations and other fish
from the Sanctuary.
On this occasion Sandra Bessudo, Director of the Foundation, was explaining the migration routes and
residence patterns of sharks in the SFF Malpelo.

National Conversation in the Government
November 28

Sandra Bessudo participated in the third day of
dialogues within the framework of the so-called
National Conversation carried out by the
Government with the sectors that have been
participating in the mobilizations that have been
taking place in the country during the last week.
Environmental issues were discussed, among those
fracking pilots already approved, the exploitation of
a gold mine in the Santurbán paramo and Resolution
350 of shark fishing. The invited environmental
leaders raised the critical points to analyze and work
on the part of the Colombian Government.

It was carried out an intervention of several environmentalists
who disagree with the environmental policies of the country.

DICIEMBRE

Dialogue table with the National Government
December 6

At this dialogue table, the Malpelo Foundation spoke
to the Minister of Environment about the need to
adjust Resolution 350 because sharks are being
overfished and some species are seriously
threatened. We also talked about the need to reduce
the bycatch and to establish special management
zones like the Exclusive Artisanal Fishing Zone ZEPA.

Launch of the CMAR Fishery
Resources Booklet
December 10

The Malpelo Foundation attended the launch of the “Booklet of the Important Commercial Resources in the
Marine Corridor of the Eastern Pacific - CMAR” on December 10 at the National Natural Parks of Colombia
(PNNC) facilities. It was attended by Dr. Julia Miranda, Director of PNNC, Mr. Captain Juan Camilo Forero Hauzer,
Executive Secretary of the Colombian Commission of the Ocean - CCO, Mr. Juan Manuel Díaz, Regional scientific
advisor of the MarViva Foundation, and Dr. María Rosa Angarita Peñaranda, Generation Office of knowledge and
information of the National Authority of Aquiculture and Fishing - AUNAP.

This booklet was made thanks to a joint work between the CCO, AUNAP, MarViva Foundation and PNNC. This
work is of great importance for the Colombian Pacific region as it is sought to inform the country's coastal
communities, through simple language, about the fishing potential that the CMAR counts, the geographical
location of its habitat, specific characteristics of each species, and some important recommendations to
maintain its repopulation and sustainable use.
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